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Prelude:    “Dorian Dance” (Arr. Michael Joy)             Reverberatons 
 

Opening Hymn:      “Prepare the Royal Highway”                           ELW 265 
 

Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
C: who alone does wonders, 
 who lifts up the lowly, 
 who fills the hungry with good things. 
 Amen. 
P: let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

P: God for whom we wait, 
C: in the presence of one another, 
 we confess our sin before you. 
 We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
 We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
 We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
 We fear those different from ourselves. 
 We forget that we are your children 
 and turn away from your love. 
 Forgive us, Blessed One, 
 and assure us again of your saving grace. 
 Amen. 
 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 You are children of the Most High, 
 inheritors of the eternal promise, 
 and recipients of divine mercy. 
 God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
 Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 1:  
 

The Advent wreath is a circular evergreen wreath with five candles. The candles symbolize the light of Christ 
coming into the world. The evergreen symbolizes everlasting life and the circle represents the continuous 
love of God with no beginning and no end. 
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Today we light the first candle representing hope. It symbolizes our faith that God will keep His promises to 
humanity. Isaiah 7:14 tells us, “The Lord himself will give you a miraculous sign. The virgin is going to 
have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called Immanuel.” 

 
Please pray with me the prayer of the day: 
 Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who is the light of 

the world.  We give you thanks and praise in Jesus’ name because he lives and reigns with you in 
your glory and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message:                      Audrey Bjerum 
 

Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14  
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders among 

the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare 
of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the di-
viners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that 
they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord. 

 
For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfil to 

you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call up-
on me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek 
me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you 
back to the place from which I sent you into exile.   

 

L: Word of God, Word of life  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Message:                                                                         Pastor Jon Pedersen 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                ELW 769 
 

Creed: 
 

Passing of the Peace:  “May the Peace of the Lord Be with You”                     
 

Prayers of the People: 
                   
Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you.      C:  And also with you.   
 P: Lift up your hearts.      C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord.    C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
      
Words of Institution: 
 

Lord’s Prayer:                          
     
Benediction: 
    
Sending Hymn:   “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”                      ELW 865                      
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Sending: 
L: You have been called.  You have been gathered.  You have been equipped.  Now you are being sent. Go 

in peace to serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Postlude:    “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”           Arr. J.E. Bach 
      

 
 
 
 

Timothy Nelson is our substitute organist today while David recuperates.  
Thank you, Timothy! 
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